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Councilwoman Cartright Denounces Hate, Supports Peace at Community Vigils
pos ted on 12/1/2016 2:05:00 PM

Farmingville, NY – C ounc ilwoman C artright and her s taff spent the week in the Firs t C ounc il Dis tric t attending various
community  peace  gatherings . In the  wake  of recent  phys ical  and verbal  aggress ion agains t  res idents , community
organizations  and individuals  convened at several locations  ac ross  the Town to discuss  support services  and identify
safe  spaces  and  resources  available  to  everyone.  The  C ounc ilwoman  lis tened  to  community  discuss ions  and
embraced the movement of concerned cons tituents .

A n uptick in inc idents  identified as  "hate c rimes" have taken place and the local community is  no exception. In New
York these inc idents  have reportedly inc reased by 31%. Recent inc idents  in Brookhaven inc lude a report of phys ical
abuse  agains t  a  same-sex  couple  and documented reports  of the  KKK  disseminating propaganda  material  to  build
their anti-minority organization membership.

The  C ounc il  Dis tric t  1  greater  community  convened  in  several  places , inc luding  a  P eace  V igil  in  P ort  Jeffers on
V illage and a Suffolk C ounty Town Hall Meeting at the Unitarian Universalis t Fellowship (UUFSB) on N icolls  Road in
Stony  Brook  on  Sunday, and  an  Interfaith  Service  on  Tuesday  evening. The  Interfaith  Service, held  this  year  at
Temple Isaiah in Stony Brook, featured partic ipants  from all walks  of life and religions  in the community. Members  of
the  Three  V illage  C lergy  A ssoc iation worked together to  c reate  a  program with a  theme of "Building Bridges"  and
represented over 14  different local congregations .

"The  reported inc rease  in hate  c rimes  is  deeply  dis turbing and I  unequivocally  support  Governor C uomo's  call  for
elec ted offic ials  to denounce recent hate c rimes . In New York and on Long Is land we will not tolerate disc rimination
or bigotry agains t anyone nor will  we support inc iting hate-fueled ac ts  in any form,"  s tated C ounc ilwoman C artright.
"I  apprec iate  the  many  community  organizations  that  worked  together to  provide  resources  and  a  safe  place  for
res idents  to come together, find help, and promote peace in the community."



Port  Jefferson  V illage  Mayor  Margot  Garant, who  spoke  at  the  P eace  V igil  in  P ort  Jefferson, was  among  those
concerned  for  the  well-being  of  the  people  in  her  community. "I  was  honored  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the
organizers  to hold their 'rally for humanity' in the V illage of P ort Jefferson, as  I  felt this  was  an important s tep to help
heal, and promote unity in our local north shore communities ," said the Mayor. "We embrace all people, regardless  of
their views  or political s tance when it comes  to the 'bes t interes t of our village.' The event was  inspirational."

A t  these  events , res idents  convened  with  a  message  of togetherness , sharing  resources , focus ing  on  ideas  for
regaining  a  sense  of  safety, and  sugges ting  ac tion  to  re-es tablish  security  for  marginalized  res idents , such  as
women, LGBTQ , and immigrants . Some of the Long Is land organizations  involved were the New York C ivil  L iberties
Union, the Long Is land P rogress ive C oalition, SepaMujer, and Make the Road New York.

"A t the Town Hall Meeting I  felt like the real world had jus t walked in our doors . Such a sense of anguish, hope and
solidarity,"  said Rev. Margie A llen, whose congregation hos ted the Town Hall Meeting. Rev. A llen also spoke at the
Interfaith  Service, s tating  "in  our faith  we  use  what  we  learn  to  s trengthen our relationships , calibrate  our moral
compass ,  reach  out  to  those  who  are  suffering  around  us ,  and  address  injus tice  within  and  outs ide  our
congregations ."

The New York State A ttorney General's  O ffice defines  "hate c rimes" (also known as  bias -related c rimes) as  offenses
that target particular individuals , groups  of individuals  and property  because  of a  bias  or prejudice  regarding race,
religion, national  origin, ethnic ity, gender, sexual  orientation, disability, or some  other protec ted charac teris tic  as
defined by law. These c riminal ac ts  inc lude violence, threats  and intimidation direc ted at individuals  and groups  as
well as  the des truc tion of public  and private property.

The  Governor's  O ffice  c reated  a  toll-free  hotline  to  report  bias  and  disc rimination  inc idents  and  vic tims  are
encouraged to contac t 888-392-3644 weekdays  from 9  a.m. to 5  p.m.
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